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HIS VOLUME contains an intensely interesting original charter granted 

by Henry II, which is probably quite unique from the fact that among- 
st other signatories occurs the name of Thomas à Beckest, Archbishop of 
Canterbury ,and to which he has annexeû his sign manual, Includeä in the 
volume are facsiniless of three chartors of Henry II. extractod from the 
work on National Manuscripts published by the Orânance Survey Office. It 
will be notsd that none of them are insoribed with any autograph mark of 
the signatoriss. Autographically insoribed documents of tnis period are 
of extraordinarvy rarity, as it was the custom for a scribe to write out 
the matter and also fill in the names of the witnesses himself; that being 
considered sufficient, as the custom of signing was not practised till 
long after in the reign of Richard II. The prossent document is of the 
very greatost interest as it boears the autograph mark of one of the most 
famous personages in early English history. It is undated but is approx- 


inately between the years 1155 and 1162 A.D. 


HOMAS , known as Thomas à Becket, 1118 ? - 1170, Archbishop of Canterbury; 

son of Gilbert Becket of a Norman fanily of Knights; portreeve of 
London; sducated at Merton Priory, London, and Paris; became a notary; en- 
tered the service of Archbishop Theobald; accompanied him to Rome 1145; 
driveon away by the jealousy of Roger of Pont l'Evêque; accompanied Theobald 
to the Council of Rhoeims 1148; prevented the coronation of King Stephen's 
son Eustace 1152; archdeacon of Canterbury 1154; Chancellor 1155, in which 


capacity he co-operated with Henry IT. in his policy, an extraordinary in- 


, 
\ 
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tinacy growing up between then; ambassador to France to propose marriage 
between Henry'Iil's eldoest son and Louis XIL'é8 daughter, where his magnif- 
icence made à great impression; supported Henry's expedition against Toulouse 
1159, when he performed great military services+ became unwillingly Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury 1162, and refused to remain Chancellor,. At a Council 
at Woodstock succassfully opposed Henry II. (the firat case of such Op 
position in English History) 1163; prohibited narriage of Henry Ill's 
brother, William of Anjou to the Countess of Walerand; summoned to Claron- 
don to account for various sums of money, on which occasion he appeared 
holdinz his cross, appealed to Pope Alexander IIi. and being refused a säfe 
conduct, fled secretly to Louis VII. of France; resided at Pontigny and 
Sens while doenry confiscated the property of his See and banished his 
friends, to which he replisd with threats of excommunication 1168; suspend- 
ed Archbishop Roger and all those who had taken part in the coronation of 
the young Prince Henry; returned to England, Henry II. having promised 
amends for the violation of his rights; excommnicated all tnose in poss- 
ossion of his estates; was murdered by Hugh de Morville, William de Tracy, 
Reginald Fitzurse, Richard le Breton and others in Canterbury Cathsdral, 
R9th December 1170; his shrine beconing the most famous in all Christendon 
and Henry doing public penance at his tomb 1174, The shrine was broken up 
1538, and St. Thomas was ordered to be styled "Bishop Becket" and all im- 
es of hin destroyed. 


à £ 


æ] 


ONFORMING to the regular canons "de. Plaissicio" (Plaising) all the 
em bv Richard iche ë hi li 
churches, alme, etc., granted to them by Richard, Richard, and Philip 
Eishons of Bayeux and others, the names of the churches etc., being given 
= 4 v 


in detail, 


Robert, 


Bishop of Lincoln; Thomas, the Chancellor (Thomas à Becket}); Richard @e 


Eunnaz (Constable) dated at York (1155 - 1162). 


) HIS DOCUMENT has remaïined a family possession of the Eeaumonts for 


centuries and wag till recently in the possession of the Baroness Beaumont 
of Carlton Towers, Yorkshire, Her ancestor Robert de Beaumont came over 
with William the Conqueror, and was the first knight to break through the 


Hngliseh palisads at the battle near Hastinss. 
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21 re ; : 
(Original in Latin.) 


Hexry, King of England, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and Earl of Anjou, to the Bishop of Exeter, 
the Sheriff, Reves, and Ministers of Exeter, and all his Barons and liège men of Devonshire, and all the 
Burgesses of Exeter. Greeting. Know ye that we have granted and confirmed to the Church of S. Trinity, 
London, and the canons serving God therein, for ever, for the soul of King Henry my grandfather and 
Queen Matilda my grandmother, and mine own, twenty-five pounds by weight yearly out of the rents of 
the city of Exeter, which King Henry and the aforesaid Queen Matilda gave them in perpetual alms, 
Wbherefore I will and firmly charge that whoever may or shall be sheriff in Exeter do render the same to 
the aforesaid canons each year in the best and fullest manner that they have ever been rendered, and at 
the same terms at which they have been wont to be rendered. Witness Queen Eleanor, Herbert, Bishop 
of Avranches, Thomas the Chancellor, Richard de Luci, Humphrey de Bohun, the Sewer, and Ralph of 
Hastings, at London. 


XII. 


(Original in Latin.) 


Grace of God, King of England, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, Earl of 
Abbots, Earls, Barons, Justiciars, Sheriffs, Ministers, and 
Le Ft { Ca . L] 
Greeting. Know ye that we for love of God and for 
the soul of King Henry our father, and the souls of all Christian men, and also for our 
H É r ; r 11 * hnÇE 
: ° o and by this our present 
own health and that of Queen Eleanor out mother, have granted, and A prese 
Le / £ pe ï Q ervInT 
ù s. Mary Jikes, and the nuns serving 
D he Church of S. Mary of W , 
Charter confirmed, to God and t L Je | 
God therein, all grants which have been or shall be hereafter conferred upon them NU 
ne : : j >$ ’e e granted also an 
our land in lands, vills, and men, in all things and in all places. ve te E a 
k \ 1 aints and pleas © 
i men be quit of all plat 
heir tenement s, and 
confirmed to them that all t 


ss cam 
danegeld, toll, hidage, pontage, and passage, soc and sac, tol and team, 
re other custom, in the fullest manner that any lands 


\ held throughout all our land. And that 
We charge you moreover that ye do 


Ricrarp, by the 
Anjou, to the Archbishops, Bishops, 
all his liege men throughout England. 


s, vill 


shires and hundreds, 

and infangenethef, murder, theft, and every 
: L L2 . : #4 a eel 

or men belonging to religious houses have b 


i "ue “efrom. 
y have the issues ‘h may accrue therefi 
EL LIRE Me 11 those throughout all our land who shall do wrong 
Ï justice hem upon à s g 
without delay full justice to 


NM olaime which they shall bring before you. So 

É 2 ur e A ee x default of justice. Witness 

that they shall ns D. se Rep W., Archbishop of Rouen, HÇugh], Bishop of Durham, 

HASLTINE HEURE ] ec John], Bishop of Norwich, Glilbert], Bishop of Rochester, 

Hubert], Bishop of SE ne Fitz Peter. Given by the hand of NES de D 

EE] STE ego PE RARE the 28th day of November, at Canterbury, in thé 
ishop elect of ElYy, hance 


first year of our reign. 
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